The dominant and stable relative position held by institutions of higher
education among the three classes of beneficiary over the period can be seen in
Figure l~lb.
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The Public Health Service (PHS) agencies played a major funding role during
the period. As outlined in Figure 1-2, prior to FY 1977, PHS agencies were
clearly in a predominant role, responsible for as much as 71 percent of total
obligations to the three beneficiary classes in FY 1974. Over the eight years,
PHS agency obligations moved in a generally persistent upward trend (resulting
in a 71. percent increase) uninterrupted by the extensive PHS reorganization of
FY 1974. Despite such an increase, FY 1976 and 1977 showed a sharp enough surge
in the non-PHS obligations total to leave the PHS with only 51 percent of total
obligations in the latter year. This sharp rise in non-PHS funding (116
percent) can be traced almost exclusively to the Office of Education's (OE)
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